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BELGIAN ROADSIDE CHAPELS
by Clete Delvaux

Author’s Note — This article is based on the research of
Bill Laatsch and Charles Calkins as presented in their
chapter on “Belgians in Wisconsin,” found in To Build in
a New Land: Ethnic Landscapes in North America.1
One of the unique architectural relics of northeast
Wisconsin is the Belgian roadside chapel. The authors found that 24 of these historical buildings have
survived from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. A more recent survey by Cletus Bellin turned up
31 roadside chapels in the tri-county (Brown, Kewaunee, and Door) area settled by Belgian immigrants in
the latter half of the nineteenth century.
The discrepancy between the two surveys
may be accounted for by the fact that the Bellin survey lists four roadside chapels in Kewaunee and Door
counties as “razed,” one as “defunct,” and two as
“private.” Also, Bellin lists The Chapel of Our Lady of
Good Help at Robinsonville; this “chapel” hardly
qualifies as a roadside chapel by Laatsch’s definition
(see below); it is now a
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The typical Belgian roadside chapel is a rectangular, frame building (three
are built of stone), “measuring 9 feet in length and 7½ feet in width. The gable roof
stands 9 feet at the peak and slopes to 6½ feet at the eaves… The chapel sits a few inches
off the ground and is supported simply by field stones at the corners, or, more commonly,
rests on a foundation of locally quarried dolomite.”
(Continued on page 2)
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Generally windowless (unless one is
found in the door), these structures have a
wooden or metal cross attached immediately
above the door or to the roof peak. Some have
inscriptions placed above the door, always in
French, asking Our Lady or a saint to pray for
the intention of those who enter.

INTERIORS
The interior focus of these small roadside
chapels is the altar which is located opposite the
door. The wooden, two- or three-tiered altar provides a simple but adequate place for religious artifacts: a cross, a crucifix, a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary or an appropriate saint on the top tier.
The lower tier(s) contain smaller statues, crosses,
vases for flowers, containers for holy water, and a
small receptacle for donations. The walls are similarly adorned with pictures and certificates of baptism, first communion, marriage, or death.
These chapels were built as a place of
prayer for seeking help and in gratitude for favors received. Although these chapels were
maintained and used by the Belgian family on
whose property they were built, they were
placed adjacent to the road so that other families
might have free and immediate access to pray
without having to
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these chapels in Belgium
are
similar
in
size
and
function. So
we see that
the Belgian
immigrants
r e m e m bered their
religious
culture and,
as soon as
roads
appeared
in
the wilderness, they
would erect
t h e s e
Interior of the Bertrand/Delevaux
u n i q u e Blessed Virgin Mary Chapel. Photo by
r o a d s i d e Jim Emmel.
structures.

PROJECT PROPOSAL
Before his untimely death in December of 2010,
Cletus Bellin was trying to interest the boards of the
three county historical societies in a project that
would provide signage to explain the historical significance of these roadside chapels, each of which
would cost approx. $250-$300. If the project is approved, details on the wording would need to be
worked out, and the various owners on whose
properties these roadside chapels stand would have
to be contacted for permission to erect the signage.
Suggested plans also include contacting JAG Signs
(of Algoma) to design and install the signs.
The project also would include the designing, writing, printing, and distribution of a
brochure, which, besides explaining their historical significance, would serve as a site map to locate all roadside chapels.
If undertaken, BCHS would address signage issues for the three roadside chapels located in
Brown County (Heritage Hill State Park, UWGB,
and the Diocese of Green Bay); the remainder of the
roadside chapels are fairly equally divided in number between Door and Kewaunee Counties.
1Calkins,

Charles, and Bill Laatsch. 1992. Belgians in
Wisconsin. In To Build in a New Land: Ethnic Landscapes in North America, 195-210. The Johns Hopkins University Press. ISBN: 978-0801841897.
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TRUTTMANN
HEARTH WARE
3795 Shirley Road; De Pere, WI 54115
2010 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD WINNER*
Presented at the BCHS annual meeting
on Sunday, Jan. 23, 2011

*

by Jerry Abitz

At one time, the countryside was dotted
with general stores that sold groceries, hardware,
dry goods, farm supplies, and even clothing. In the
days before automobiles, they were the center of the
community; they were vital to the rural population
for their supplies. A visit became a social event
where one learned the news of the community.
These stores were located within easy walking or
driving distance in the horse-and-buggy days. With
the advent of good roads and motorized vehicles,
the community began to alter their shopping forays
and depended less and less on these institutions.
This building, located on the northeast corner of County Road G and Shirley Road, began in
the 1920s as the Zellner General Store and became
the social center of the Shirley area. It served the
farming community well. As their patrons’ shopping
community expanded with greater choices and competitive prices, Zellner’s became more of a convenience for stuff needed immediately rather than the
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primary source. Eventually, in the 1980s, the store
closed. It was then occupied by a cabinetmaker and
his wares from 1997 until 2004.
Alison Van Lanen, the daughter to Green
Bay’s Truttmann Hardware family, and her husband, John, would pass by the abandoned store
building on their way to their nearby home, as they
sadly watched it deteriorate over the years. Without
any plans about what to do with it, they eventually
purchased the building in 2009 in an attempt to preserve the building.
The Truttmann family had closed their wellknown general hardware store on Green Bay’s Main
Street and switched to selling only fireplace accessories, a line of products they had carried since the
1950s, at a new location on Mayline Road in the
Town of Ledgeview. However, patrons had difficulty finding the place. Casting around for another
location easier to find, they decided to move the
business to the abandoned Zellner store they already
owned in Shirley.
They restored the pressed tin ceiling by refinishing existing panels, moving some from the
back of the building, and purchasing some to finish
the job. The buckled floor needed to be restored;
damaged areas were replaced with flooring from
Kewaunee’s Evan’s Dime Store, and the floor refinished. The building was replumbed and rewired.
The foundation walls were tuck-pointed. The basement’s dirt floor was dug deeper by hand, and a
(Continued on page 4)

Truttmann Hearth Ware, winner of BCHS 2010 Preservation Award for Adaptive Reuse, as seen before (2009) and
after renovation by the Van Lanens in 2010. (Photos by Don Kraft.)
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TRUTTMANN HEARTH WARE
(Continued from page 3)

concrete floor was poured; glass block windows
were installed as were sump pumps. This created a
spacious and dry storage area for the store.
They removed a dilapidated garage; they also
took off the brick veneer front wall to expose original
storefront windows. The exterior siding was replaced
with vinyl clapboard on the first floor level with shingle-style siding on the upper floor. The concrete deck
was covered with a wooden one, and they created a
front porch with railings as well as a second-floor deck,
accessed from the upstairs apartment.
They installed display areas and shelves under the storefront windows. One of the original display shelves was still in place, so they replicated another for the other side. At the rear, a bathroom was
created along with an office, workshop/storage area,
and a vestibule for the upstairs apartment. Renovations completed, the Hearth Ware store moved into
the building in November 2010.
It was a cold January day when I was chilled
to the bone that I visited this store. The fireplace restored my circulation. I was impressed with the
showroom’s coziness and its attractive, impressive
displays. The display area is pleasing to the eye and
invites visitors to stop in to see how an old building
could be retrofitted.
For their efforts, the Van Lanens received a
2010 Historic Preservation Award for Adaptive Reuse.

BCHS STAFF —

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Jane Shatswell joins
us as Volunteer Coordinator/ Program Manager.
She brings 15+ years as a
volunteer coordinator, and
has extensive program development experience. A
Wisconsin native, Jane has
called Green Bay her home
for the last 31 years. Jane’s
involvement in the Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership Green Bay program and recent participation
in a History Day outing for that organization rekindled her interest and inspired her to apply for the
position.

Interior photos of Truttmann Hearth Ware, winner of
BCHS 2010 Preservation Award for Adaptive Reuse.
(Photos by Don Kraft.)

Dierdra (Baumgart) Stary accepted the position of weekend Interpretive Supervisor, and
works closely with Jane and Director Chris
Dunbar to interpret Hazelwood, complete research, and implement special events. Dierdra
is well known to the BCHS, and has served on
the Board of Directors, as Board Secretary, and
Hazelwood Program Committee Chairman.
Dierdra married Steve Stary this past fall on
Sept. 25. They owned
and operated Round
Table Theater Productions where Dierdra
designed
costumes
for all productions.
Dierdra also is a
member of the Heritage Players.
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CELEBRATE
INDEPENDENCE DAY
AT

Haviland and Blooms
Thursday–Sunday, June 2-5
12:00-4:00p
Haviland and Blooms, a new event, pairs Hazelwood’s exquisite hand-painted Haviland china with artistic, fresh flower
arrangements by
talented,
local
florists. In each
of Hazelwood’s
main
floor
rooms, the arrangements harmonize with a
distinctive china Hand-painted china plates by F.
pattern
hand- Crane join with displays by local
florists. Photo courtesy of Kathy Kauth.
painted
by
Frederika Crane (1854-1930), a northeast Wisconsin native and long-time friend of Hazelwood’s Deborah and
Sarah Martin. Frederika left Green Bay to study art at the
Art Students League in New York
and, upon her return, opened studios in Green Bay and Neenah.
In addition to the exhibit,
costumed interpreters will portray Frederika Crane at various
times throughout the event. Talented musician, Mary Eisenreich, will entertain from 1:153:00p each day. Refreshments
Frederika
Crane will be served on the back porch.
(1854-1930). Photo
courtesy of BCHS
photo collection.

Admission—$7/person;
members—no charge.

Go to our website — www.browncohistoricalsoc.org,
and click
on the
facebook
button.

HAZELWOOD HISTORIC
HOUSE MUSEUM
Monday, July 4

10:00a - 4:00p
1:00p - Heritage Players
commemorate the Civil War
The Heritage Players return to Hazelwood for an Independence Day performance
of their latest production,
“Civil War Blues: Wisconsin
and the Civil War.” The performance pays tribute to the 150th anniversary of the
war (1861-1865), conveying the experiences of Wisconsin
soldiers as well as the apprehension of the families they
left behind. With many new songs and stories, “Bugles
and Bonnets,” the troupe’s award-winning 2006 production, is the foundation for the script.

Bring a lawn chair, and enjoy the show
at 1:00p in Hazelwood’s backyard!

You are cordially invited to
a Civil War-era
Fundraising Tea!
Saturday,
Aug. 20,
2:00-4:00 p.m.
Tea will be served overlooking the river
on the grounds of the Hazelwood House.
Enjoy sweet and savory courses from period recipes.
Discover the war efforts of community women.
Visit with a soldier.
Delight in Civil War-era musical
entertainment by Mary Eisenreich.
Reservations required by Monday, Aug. 15.
$25/person. Pease call Brown County
Historical Society (920-437-1840).
Hazelwood Historic House
1008 South Monroe Avenue, Green Bay
(Continued on page 7)
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NATIONAL HISTORY DAY
IN N.E. WISCONSIN
BCHS PRESENTS
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS
by Christine Dunbar

More than half a million students participate in the National History Day contest each year.
This hands-on academic program inspires students
to dig into cultural and social history to create a
project based on an annual theme.
The Northeastern Wisconsin Regional
Competition for National History Day, sponsored
by the Archives and Area Research Center at the
University of Wisconsin—Green Bay, took place on
Saturday, April 9. One of the high points of the
event is witnessing a new generation of historians.
Over 400 middle and high school students, working individually or in groups, produced historical
documents, research papers, websites, exhibits, or
dramatic performances based on this year’s theme,
“Debate and Diplomacy in History. “
Judges evaluate projects, and finalists advance to the State contest held in May; the program
culminates in a National contest in June. In conjunction with the judging, the Brown County Historical
Society confers awards to both a junior- and senior-

BCHS award winners for National History Day — (L)
“Wolves in Wisconsin ...the Debate Continues…” and (R)
“The Hortonville Teacher Strikes.” Photos by Wendy Barszcz.

level project with a focus on Northeastern Wisconsin
history, and congratulates the following:
— “Wolves in Wisconsin …the Debate Continues,” a senior exhibit by Madeline Gluck, received
a BCHS award as well as placed in the state competition, and
— “Hortonville Teacher Strikes,” a group exhibit
by Jessica Gentz, Erin Karsten, and Nyrie Rockymore, won the BCHS award in the junior category.
Thanks to BCHS board members and volunteers who assisted in making this a successful event.
Judges are always needed, and training is provided.
If interested, call Deb Anderson (920-465-2539).

FUNDRAISER!
Tuesday, June 28, 4:304:30-8:30p
at Titletown Brewery
Learn about historic preservation with a tour
of the Larsen Building on Broadway.
Proceeds to benefit newly-formed Brown County Trust
for Historic Preservation and On Broadway Inc.

We’ll be there!
You?

BCHS Annual Picnic
Thursday, August 25
on the grounds of
Hazelwood House.
Bring a lawn chair
and your appetite!

For more information, call Christopher at On Broadway
Inc. (920-437-2531) or email chris@onbroadway.org.

Volunteers
Matter!
Opportunities to get involved exist in many areas,
and Jane, our new volunteer coordinator, will be
happy to get you involved. To get started or for additional information, please contact Chris Dunbar or
Jane Shatswell (920-437-1840), or send us an email
(bchs@netnet.net).

BOOKS BY MAIL
will be back in the September issue...
Check
out
the
BCHS
website
www.browncohistoricalsoc.org, stop in at the office,
or call 920-437-1840 to find out more about our
selection of local history books.

CORRECTION
BCHS Historical Bulletin
It has come to our attention that the Volume numbering has
been incorrect for the last three issues. If you are keeping
track, please accept our apologies for this oversight. The
Volume and Issue numbers of this issue are correct.
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Admission: $5/person, $12/family (children 16 and
younger). Reservations are required in order to have
enough guides. If interested, please call 920-437-1840, send
an email to bchs@netnet.net, or register online at
www.browncohistoricalsoc.org.
NOTE: Cemetery Walks involve quite a bit of standing.
You are encouraged to bring a lawn chair.

*
• Brown Co. Historical Society – Hazelwood Historic House
920-437-1840 / www.browncohistoricalsoc.org
Sat., Aug. 20 — Civil War-themed Tea Party
• De Pere Historical Society – White Pillars Museum
920-336-3877 / www.deperehistoricalsociety.org
For activities, please see website.
• Heritage Hill State Historical Park
920-448-5150 / www.heritagehillgb.org
Sat. and Sun., June 25-26 — Civil War Reenactment
• National Railroad Museum
920-437-7623 / www.nationalrrmuseum.org
Sat., July 9 — Lecture, Bean Poles and Corn Stalks:
A Look behind Civil War Railroads
• Neville Public Museum of Brown County
920-448-4640 / www.nevillepublicmuseum.org
Feb. 5 – Nov. 6 — Exhibit,
Badger Boys: Northeast Wisconsin and the Civil War
Sat., Sept. 10 — Living History, 2nd Wisconsin Reenactors
Lecture Series; check website for details
• Oneida Nation Museum
920-869-2768 / www.oneidanation.org/museum
Feb 25 – Dec. 31 — Exhibit
The Oneida in the Civil War
*Presented by the Brown County Federation of History Museums

Cemetery Walks

See calendar for dates.

“IF TOMBSTONES
COULD TALK”
The Brown County Historical Society’s Cemetery
Walks offer an innovative approach to discovering
community history. Visitors are guided to the gravesites of former residents, portrayed by actors, who
share stories of their lives and times. New characters
are highlighted through extensive research.

New this year! Don’t miss it!
We are excited to announce a
Military Heritage focus at Woodlawn Cemetery this year. Stories
and tales from the military and
civilian perspective, including the
War of 1812, Black Hawk War,
Spanish American War, Civil
War, World War I, and World
War II, will take the spotlight.
Thanks to volunteer, Kathy Balza,
for her perseverance and enthusiasm in researching Woodlawn’s
military legacy.

Tony LaLuzerne as Lt.
Col. Austin Straubel
(1904-1942).
Photo
courtesy of BCHS photo
collection.

Thursday through Sunday, June 2-5, 12:00n-4:00p —
Haviland and Blooms at Historic Hazelwood House
Museum.
Thursday, June 16, at 6:30p —
“If Tombstones Could Talk” Cemetery Walk at
Fort Howard Memorial Park. Admission - $5/
person; $12/family. Reservations required.

Celebrate the 4th of July at Hazelwood!!
Monday, July 4, 10:00a-4:00p — Independence Day at
Hazelwood.
Monday, July 4, 1:00p — “Civil War Blues: Wisconsin
and the Civil War”
Performance by the Heritage Players entertain with
stories and songs commemorating the sesquicentennial of the Civil War. Children’s activities, house
tours, and picnic food for purchase. Regular admission charged; members free.

Wednesday, Aug. 10, at 6:30p —
Thursday, Aug. 11, at 6:30p —
“If Tombstones Could Talk” Cemetery Walk at
Allouez Catholic Cemetery. Admission - $5/person;
$12/family. Reservations required.
Saturday, Aug. 20, 2:00-4:00p —
Civil War-era Tea and Musical Entertainment —
Enjoy an elegant afternoon tea party reminiscent of
the 1860s on the Historic Hazelwood House grounds.
Delight in Civil War-era entertainment by Mary Eisenreich. Admission - $25/person includes tea, punch, and
authentic, sweet and savory tea courses.
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Spotlight on our Neighbors —

MARS HAS ARRIVED!!
White Pillars Museum (De Pere)
by Adam Stueck, Curator, White Pillars Museum

No, we’re not implying you can take a spaceship to Mars from White Pillars Museum, but you
might think it’s possible when you see the computers
at the museum. We are, of course, stating that the
Museum Archive and Research System (M.A.R.S., for
short) is up and running!
MARS is a searchable, computerized database
that consists of over 100,000 scanned ledger pages, almost 900 maps, 18,000 photographs, and more than
70,000 pages of De Pere newspapers from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It also contains a
unique collection of more than 7,000 prayer cards.
MARS uses a simple keyword search to scan
through thousands of documents looking for that
specific word or phrase. Then the computer’s program acts like an eye to find exactly where on a given
page that term is printed. This kind of research would
take hours or even days with a microfilm reader.
With MARS, the same search can be done in minutes.
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MARS is
fully accessible at
White Pillars Museum, 403 North
Broadway,
De
Pere. Even if you
don’t have a great
deal of experience
with computers,
the historians at Dan Milquet (L) and Doug SomWhite Pillars are mer using MARS at the White
there to help you Pillars Museum in De Pere. Photo
of the De Pere Historical
to access and use courtesy
Society photo collection.
the system.
Newspaper articles you find in the Museum
Archive & Research System can be printed as you research them. Photos and other images will require a bit
more time, but the quality of digitally reproduced pictures you will get are fully suitable for an antique frame.
Hours
Monday- Thursday 2:00p-6:00p
Friday 11:00a-3:00p
For more information, send an email
to
info@DePereHistoricalSociety.org or check out the
website at www.deperehistoricalsociety.org

12:00n-4:00p, Thursday - Sunday
Tours start each half-hour, beginning at 12:00n.
Available for group tours and programs by appointment.
Phone: (920) 437-1840

HAZELWOOD HISTORIC HOUSE MUSEUM
JUNE—AUGUST
BCHS offices — 8:30a-4:00p, weekdays

BROWN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

HOURS for
JUNE 2011—AUGUST 2011
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