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2011 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD WINNER

KAVARNA COFFEEHOUSE
AND PARISI’S DELICATESSEN
143 North Broadway, Green Bay
by Jerry Abitz

Driving or walking along Broadway on Green Bay’s
West Side, one cannot help but notice this striking
building which houses Kavarna Coffeehouse and Parisi’s Delicatessen. Compared to its neighbors, its architectural style is unique. The façade is covered with large
yellow tile topped with a blue terra cotta cornice. Experts on building styles classify it as Egyptian revival,1
a style usually reserved for larger buildings and one
which is not very common.
Egyptian revival is a style that started in the
1800s but was reborn in the 1920s after the discovery of
King Tut’s tomb2 in an Egyptian pyramid. A visit to
Wikipedia, an Internet website, lists prominent buildings of this style along with some photos (see
www.wikipedia.org; search for “Egyptian Revival architecture”). According
to Alex Galt, restaurant
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Top: The face of Kavarna Coffeehouse and Parisi’s Delicatessen (summer 2011). Photo courtesy of Alex Galt at Kavarna
Coffeehouse and Parisi’s Delicatessen. Bottom: The building,
originally constructed in 1931, served as a retail auto parts
store, Jones
Motor Co.
Photo obtained at
http://

packerland.blogspot.com/2008_03_01_archive.html
November 2, 2012).
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KAVARNA
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Budz. The 2010 demolition and
structural renovation was done
by Schuh Construction; the
Galts employed Smet Construction to accomplish the restaurant build-out.
Meanwhile, Kavarna
Coffeehouse,3 which offers a
vegetarian menu, had opened
in a smaller building further
south in the Broadway district
in 1999. Its popularity led Alex
and Linda Galt to look elsewhere for expansion. The unusual façade drew them to this
building where they opened two, vibrant, side-byside businesses with contrasting menus, offering
unique eating options.
The interior brick walls are exposed. Looking
upward, one can see the support system for the roof.
There is a drop ceiling over the food preparation area;
in back is a sunken area where larger groups can congregate or musicians can perform. As a venue, they
host many community events and activities; Kavarna
sponsors lectures and micro conferences here as well;
its
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upcoming
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(www.kavarna.com).
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Daily activity at (top) Kavarna Coffeehouse and (middle)
Parisi’s Delicatessen. Bottom: Some of the produce
available at Kavarna’s in-house farmers’ market, Saturdays, October through April. All photos courtesy of Alex
Galt at Kavarna Coffeehouse and Parisi’s Delicatessen.
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OLD FORD SQUARE

Northwest corner of George
and Wisconsin Streets
De Pere
by Jerry Abitz

Prior to the invention of the automobile
and development of all-weather roads, local
transportation was based upon the horse; consequently, every community — no matter how
small — had a livery stable.1 People arriving by
train needed a horse to get around; rural residents coming to town for serious shopping
needed a place to “park” their horse for a period of time; people not owning a horse could
rent one (or more) to meet their needs; people
needing large objects moved could use their
services. As the horse was phased out and
automobiles replaced them, many livery stables transformed themselves into automobile
dealerships. This was the case with the property at Old Ford Square in De Pere.
The building housing this development was originally built as a one-story livery
stable in the late 1800s. It was of masonry construction whereas many of the era were of
wooden construction. When automobiles became more numerous, it was remodeled and Top: The renovated Old Ford Square, which now houses
became the Toonen Ford Auto Garage. In the upscale retail store and service entities (see inset photo below). Photos courtesy of Tony Gillis. Bottom: The original Ford
1920s, a second floor was added for storage. Garage (circa 1914). Photo courtesy of De Pere Historical Society.
Eventually, as needs changed, this addition
floor was jacked up, reinforced and re-leveled.
was remodeled and turned into apartments. It
An elevator was added for easy access. In the
was part of a trend where retail remained on the
process, the original doors were reused, although
lower level and the upper level housed doctors,
all new elements (heating, air conditioning, and
dentists or lawyers as well as apartments.
electrical systems) had to be added or updated.
In the 1940s, the retail space on the lower
Today this building houses nine upscale
level housed De Pere Liquor. Like any well-built
tenants on the two levels — La Vie Boheme, Azbuilding, the retail space was remodeled again in
ure Fashions, J. Lee Home Decor, Create Hair
the 1960s to meet the needs of the various occuLoft & Spa, atelier therapy
pants. In the 1980s, it housed Mr. Sweeper Shop
studio, McCotter Energy
which sold and repaired vacuum cleaners and
Systems, green BABEEZ,
televisions. A drugstore occupied the George
Christine’s Gallery, and
Street side in the late ‘80s and ‘90s. In the early
erin jean photography
part of this century, the drugstore was replaced
(caps/lowercase lettering inby the Pack and Ship Store. Not surprising, the
tentional). The names of
building itself had a number of different owners
their
business
are
throughout its history.
mounted on a sign on the
In 2007, Tony Gillis purchased the buildcorner of the building.
ing and undertook some serious renovating for
which the BCHS is giving this award. The second
(continued on page 4)
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OLD FORD SQUARE
(continued from page 3)

A recent visit there was refreshing; I had
a chance to visit with several of the tenants on
both levels. The exterior of the building is that of
a well-maintained commercial building in the
heart of downtown East De Pere, just a block off
Broadway Street. Because it’s a corner lot, there
are retail spaces on both George as well as Wisconsin Streets.
La Vie Boheme, a wine bar, holds the corner position. Although closed at the time I was
there, posters were on the windows advertising
upcoming performances. Located next door is J.
Lee Home Décor. As I approached, an employee
was unlocking the door. The interior was dazzling — the original brick walls had been uncovered, and there was a hint of some of the structural elements. The contents would make my
wife’s heart throb! It was a trendy, chic display.
Around the corner, Green BABEEZ features
baby things. For the other retail spaces, the name
itself indicates their specialties.
The stairs and the elevator are entered
from the Wisconsin Street side of the building.
For me, it was a surprise. I anticipated seeing a
very modern-looking space on the upper level.
Instead, I felt I was back in the 1920s with a long
corridor leading to the front of the building. The
walls were plastered; the dark stained doors and
woodwork were reminiscent of that era. It turns
out they actually were from the days when the
second floor had been added.
As one tenant stated succinctly, “I saw
this building before it was rehabilitated, and it was a
wreck! The back of this floor had the doors and a lot of
stuff just piled there.” Gillis took pains to reuse
whatever he could, and it certainly looks authentic. The spaces rented out are a juxtaposition of
old and new with a patina of age thrown in. The
corner space is occupied by the Create Hair Loft
& Spa. What a view they have overlooking the
intersection!
For his efforts in taking a century-old
building and adapting it to a modern reuse, the
Brown County Historical Society awarded Tony
Gillis its 2011 Historic Preservation Award for
Adaptive Reuse.

A look inside at some of the shops of Old Ford Square
— (top) La Vie Boheme, (middle) Azure, and (bottom)
J. Lee Home Décor. All photos by Don Kraft.

1Livery

stable has come to mean a place where horse owners
kept their horses in return for a fee or where the public
could rent horses. Before the nineteenth century, all inns
and hotels were required to have livery stables, although
levels of provision and service varied greatly.
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A Hazelwood Holiday
Make Hazelwood Historic House part of your holiday celebration. Explore the holiday traditions of the
past! Discover how they have changed over time.
Enjoy the festive
Victorian decorations created by
the floral designers at Petal Pushers. Relax with a
cup of cider and a
cookie while creating a Christmas
card or making an Photo by Kathy Kauth.
edible ornament for the birds.
Sundays, Dec. 2, 9, and 16
Saturdays, Dec. 8, and 15
Wednesday through Friday, Dec. 26-28
Hours 12:00-4:00p
Regular admission; members free.
Adults $4.00
Students (5-17)
$2.50
Seniors $3.50
Children (under 5) free

CELEBRATE
THE SEASON…
Escape the bustle of the
holidays with a customized
program at Hazelwood Historic House, fashioned just
for you. Visit during the
day or enjoy the glow of
lamplight with an evening
tour.
To schedule a group tour or
tea, simply call the BCHS office
(920-437-1840) weekdays from
8:30a-4:00p.

Admission for group tours —
$4/adults; $2/students.

Photo by Kathy Kauth.
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Saturday, Dec. 1, 2:00-4:00p —
Holiday Victorian Tea
Delight in a relaxing afternoon amidst the hustle and
bustle of the season. Program and Hazelwood tour
included. Reservations required. $15/person.
Dec. 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 26, 27, 28, 12:00-4:00p —
A Hazelwood House Holiday
Visitors can explore the decorated home of the
Martin family in the 1890s, and discover how they
celebrated Christmas and New Year!

*
Saturday, May 18, 10:00a and 2:00p —
Astor Neighborhood Walking Tour. Reservations required. $5/person.
Friday through Sunday, June 7-9, 12:00p–4:00p —
Haviland and Blooms (Plates & Petals). $7/person.
Wednesday, June 19, 6:30p —
“If Tombstones Could Talk” cemetery walk at Fort
Howard Cemetery. $6/person; $14/family.
Sunday, July 14,* 6:00-8:00p —
“Building a River Highway —Reliving the Aquila on
the Foxy Lady. “ Reservations required.**
*Date tentative
**See next newsletter for pricing and additional details.

Tuesday and Wednesday, Aug. 6-7, 6:30p —
“If Tombstones Could Talk” cemetery walk at Allouez
Cemetery. $6/person; $14/family.
Sat., Aug. 24, 1:00-3:00p —
Flower Fairy Tea Party. Reservations required. $15/
adults; $5/children (5-12).
Wednesday, Sept. 11, 6:30p —
“If Tombstones Could Talk” cemetery walk at Woodlawn Cemetery. $6/person; $14/family.
Sunday, Sept. 16, 4:00p —
“If Tombstones Could Talk” cemetery walk at Woodlawn Cemetery. $6/person; $14/family.
Saturday, Nov. 30, 2:00-4:00p —
Holiday Victorian Tea. Reservations required. $15/person.
Dec. 1, 7-8, 14-15, 21-22. 12:00-4:00p —
A Hazelwood House Holiday.
*Events can be added, changed or cancelled without notice.
To make sure you stay informed, make our website
one of your Favorites—www.browncohistoricalsoc.org!
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KAVARNA
(continued from page 2)

Love and remembrance of great-great-grandparents,
Michael and Prudence Scory, inspires historical
marker. Photo by Rick Brumlic.

BELLEVUE PLACES
HISTORIC CEMETERY
MARKER
Information provided by Dan Meunier,
Scory relative

A historic marker designating the site of
the Belgian Presbyterian Cemetery found its
resting place on Friday, Oct 19. Helen (Krueger)
Soder sponsored the marker in honor of her
great-great grandparents, Michael and Prudence
(Hembise) Scory, immigrants from Charleroi,
Belgium, who purchased a farm on Eaton Road
in Bellevue in 1869.
The cemetery was formed in September,
1871, by the Belgian Presbyterian Church with
land donated by Michael Scory and Pierre Duquaine. The church burned down but was not
rebuilt, compelling many members to travel to
Green Bay for services at the French Presbyterian
Church which later became Grace Presbyterian
Church. The cemetery continued to be used for
burials by the two families who donated the
land until the 1970s. The Scory family sold the
farm in 1970, although the original homestead
still stands at 3158 Eaton Road, next to the new
Village Hall.
Both the three-acre cemetery and historic
marker are located in front of the Messiah Lutheran Church at 3186 Eaton Road in Bellevue on
land that was part of the original Scory farm.

travels domestic and abroad but, as he stated in an
email, “Menus are complicated.”
They normally stock 20-30 cheeses in
their display case, but have settled on 40-60 from
which to choose. They work directly with farmers for
much of the produce for the restaurants and have
working arrangements with Twin Elms Gardens and
Ledgeview Gardens, both of which are responsive to
the restaurant’s needs and have an understanding of
its inner workings. The deli’s meat is purchased from
Waseda Farms near Bailey’s Harbor in Door County.
Because of the Galts’ desire to use local products, they do host a small farmers’ market of their
own from October to April. During the regular growing season, there is a city-sponsored, outdoor farmers'
market every Wednesday in their area of the Broadway district.
While Kavarna and Parisi’s occupy the same
building and share a common dishwasher, they
maintain separate kitchens. The building is handicapped accessible, but only through the front door.
Neither a ramp at the back entrance (from the Chestnut Street parking area) nor an elevator were viable
options during the renovation.
The ambiance is unusual for a city the size of
Green Bay; some have expressed surprise to find such
an establishment, typically found only in a larger
metro area, located here. It’s exactly what the Galts
had hoped to achieve. There is a certain buzz that appeals to a younger, hip clientele but the menu and
surroundings have an appeal to all ages.
For their rehabilitation of an existing building, Brown County Historical Society presented them
with its 2011 Historic Preservation Award for Adaptive Reuse.
1A

style first introduced following the aftermath of Napoleon’s
invasion of Egypt and the installation of Egyptian-style
obelisks of which the one in Boston commemorating
the Battle of Bunker Hill and the Washington Monument are prime examples (erected 1827-1843 and 18541884, respectively).
2Following the discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb by Howard
Carter in 1922, a renewed interest in Egyptian Revival
architecture surfaced. It combined aspects of the thenpopular Art Deco style with images from Egyptian tombs
such as the sun disk, sheaves of wheat, and the vulture.
3According to Alex, Galt, its name means “coffeehouse” in the
Czech language.
4The name chosen was Alex’s grandmother’s family name,
which originated in Southern Italy.
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Wisconsin Historical Society’s Joe DeRose presents a
grant check for the Village of Allouez survey project,
with members of the Historic Preservation Committee
and Historic Allouez Society present. Photo courtesy of
Bobbie Fredericks.

VILLAGE OF ALLOUEZ
RECEIVES WHS GRANT
by Bobbie Fredericks, Village of Allouez
Historic Preservation Committee member

The Village of Allouez is undergoing an
Architectural and Historical Reconnaissance and
Intensive Survey to identify properties of architectural and historical significance with a grant from
the Wisconsin Historical Society and assistance of a
grant-in-aid from the National Parks Service under
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
IMPORTANT NOTE TO READERS — If you
have any historical information documented on
an Allouez property that could help in the survey, please contact the survey project manager at
HistoricAllouez@gmail.com.

THANK
YOU!!
Volunteers do not necessarily have the time;
they just have the heart. ~Elizabeth Andrew
Thanks to everyone who gave their time and talent to make
our programs a success in 2012. From weeding, planting,
raking, cleaning, baking, serving tea, guiding tours, parking cars, stuffing envelopes, ironing linens, photographing
events, researching to serving on committees, we extend
our heartfelt thanks. We could not do it without you! As
we schedule even more activities for 2013, we look forward
to your continued support.

~

MEET
THE NEW STAFF
by Courtney Martin

It was a pretty good day when,
in the summer of 2011, I decided to
walk into the offices of the Brown County Historical Society. I had been giving myself a walking
tour of the Astor district, which wasn’t going well,
when I happened upon Hazelwood Historic
House. I had driven past it a million times since I
had moved back to town and, that day, I resolved I
was going to go in.
I walked down the ramp, opened the office
door and met Christine. Luckily, I was able to get a
walking tour book. But when Chris heard I had a
love of history, she got my name and phone number
right away. Within days, I was a busy volunteer,
guiding walking tours around cemeteries and helping
rewrite the interpretive materials for Hazelwood.
A year and a half later, I am so proud to say
that I am now the Program Coordinator for the
Brown County Historical Society. I am excited to
carry on some of the most beloved programs and look
forward to developing the programs that, hopefully,
will become just as special. And I can’t wait to spend
some time meeting all of the lovely members who
make the Society possible!
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR NEIGHBORS —

ARCHIVES & AREA
RESEARCH CENTER
University of Wisconsin—
Green Bay
Contributed by Jean Wentz, Archives Assistant

The Green Bay Archives & Area Research Center
houses original materials representing eleven Northeastern Wisconsin counties. Documents include historical
records from courthouses and other public institutions, as
well as personal papers such as diaries and letters. We
also house a book collection on local history topics, regional maps and atlases, photos, and a Belgian-American
collection. From citizenship papers to Walloon language
lessons, from deer camp logbooks to Monday Shakespeare Club records, holdings depict a wide spectrum of
life experiences in Northeastern Wisconsin throughout
the past centuries.
Some indexes to popular genealogy collections
are available online on our website at: http://
webapps.uwgb.edu/collections/. This represents only a
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very small portion of what we
have available
for researchers.
Anyone
may visit the
Archives to do
historical
re- Trolley making its way through
search. We are 1917 snowstorm, Velp Avenue,
ready to help Green Bay. Photo courtesy of Archives
you with your & Area Research Center, UWGB.
family history,
neighborhood projects, local history, a building or business history, or any level of school project.
Whatever your historical area of interest, we
guarantee you will find something in our Archives!
LOCATED ON THE 7TH FLOOR
OF THE COFRIN LIBRARY, UWGB
HOURS
MONDAYS — CLOSED
TUESDAYS — 12:30-8:00 P.M.
WEDS. THRO FRIDAYS — 9:30 A.M.-3:00 P.M.
SELECT SATURDAY AFTERNOONS — CALL AHEAD
PHN: 920-465-2539 EMAIL: ARCHIVES@UWGB.EDU
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
SEARCH FOR “UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN–GREEN BAY
ARCHIVES AND AREA RESEARCH CENTER”

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! BROWN COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY & HAZELWOOD HISTORIC HOUSE
1008 South Monroe Street, Green Bay WI 54301
Phone: (920) 437-1840 / www.BrownCoHistoricalSoc.org
Adult $4.00 • Seniors (60+) $3.50 • Children (5-17) $2.50
Children under 5 are FREE. AAA discounts.

ADMISSION
A Hazelwood Holiday — Dec. 2, 8,9, 15, 16, 26, 27, 28
Tours, programs and teas, scheduled at your convenience
by appointment throughout the year.

HAZELWOOD HISTORIC HOUSE MUSEUM
BCHS offices — 8:30a-4:00p, weekdays

BROWN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

HOURS for
DECEMBER 2012—MARCH 2013
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