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2013 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD WINNER

DE PERE AUTO CENTER
GEORGE AND SUPERIOR STREETS, DE PERE
by Jerry Abitz

Historic preservation appears to be live and well in De Pere
with yet another award winner. Two of the four historic preservation awards this organization gave out for 2013 came from
De Pere. Not only that, but there have been a notable number
of awards presented in the past that are located within a stone's
throw of this site on George Street.
The main building of De Pere Auto Center, which
houses the reception/waiting area in the front and repair
bays in the back, was built in July 1927. The appearance of
this one-story building of masonry construction still appears
much as it did when constructed. A lengthy article in the
local 1927 newspaper1 lists the various contractors and suppliers of materials.
The first occupant was the De Pere Motor Company, a
Ford dealership, organized by Fred Hassler and W. Soerens;
both gentlemen had come from Milwaukee seeking business
opportunities in a smaller city. The location changed hands a
number of times — it housed a
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The evolution of De Pere Auto Center, then to now.
Top: Original building (1927). Middle: 1977 version.
Photos provided by the DPAC photo archives. Bottom: As it
looks today, still occupying the corner of George and
Superior Streets in De Pere. Photo obtained from http://
www.depereauto.com/. Retrieved Nov. 5, 2014.
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DE PERE AUTO CENTER
(continued from page 1)

and moved the Meeuwsen residence to the north
and moved it farther north to create the parking
area. They also obtained the house and garage at
the northeast corner of their property, converting
the house into an office, and the garage was used as
a body shop and paint booth until the new body
shop was opened in the converted gas station down
the street. Eventually they also purchased the Deep
Rock Service Center in the next block west on
George Street and modified it into body shop.
Larry Fisette is the founder/owner with
over 50 years of experience; eventually, his two sons
entered the business as well. Steve is an owner/
general manager with 22 years of experience while
his brother, Phil, who gave up a career in cell and
molecular biology, is their used car consultant.
They are recognized by BCHS for their recent preservation work that included the restoration
of the original dealership office and waiting area for
patrons. Here, Larry is able to display his collection
of auto-related artifacts such as antique gas pumps,
signage and other memorabilia of earlier days of the
automobile. A visit to this waiting area brings back
many memories, especially for older patrons — a
step back in time where customers are coddled with
amenities such as
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Top: Overview of the used car lot, showing the storage
garage at the left and sales center (former house) at the
right. Photo provided by the DPAC photo archives. Second:
The new body shop in the converted former Deep Rock
gas station. Photo by Don Kraft. Third: Reception and waiting area in the main building. Photo by Jerry Abitz. Bottom
left: Used car office in the converted house. Photo by Jerry
Abitz. Bottom right: Vintage gas pump in waiting area.
Photo by Don Kraft.
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SLEUTHING BROWN COUNTY’S
BRONZE BEAUTIES:
THE FIRST CHURCH AND
CEMETERY IN GREEN BAY
by Melinda Roberts

At the intersection of South Adams and
South Washington Streets, there is created by the
unusual convergence of the two streets a small
plot of land upon which have been placed three
markers. One, the wording carved into the face of
a split boulder, identifies the location of “La Baye
burial place 1720 – 1835.” Another, a wooden sign
entitled “Astor Place,” describes the location as
“the business center of the Town of Astor” and
“Platted in 1835.” (See photo at top of page 4.)
Upon a large granite boulder is mounted
the third marker — a simple bronze tablet unveiled November 9, 1924, recording the locations
of the first Catholic church and the first Catholic
cemetery in Green Bay. (See photo at upper right.) The
marker’s placement was the result of much research by Green Bay Historical Society president
Arthur C. Neville. In the February 15, 1925, edition of the Green Bay Historical Bulletin, Mr. Neville
recounts his research efforts, the marker’s unveiling, and a history of the church and cemetery.
On this 90th anniversary of this bronze
beauty’s dedication, it was decided to reprint Mr.
Neville’s article with the following caveats: some
content was removed to meet this publication’s
space limitations; and punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling was left as published in 1925.

This bronze beauty, erected 1924 by The Marquette
Club of Green Bay, identifies the location of Green
Bay’s first Catholic church and cemetery (2013). Photo
by Melinda Roberts.

THE FIRST CHURCH AND CEMETERY
IN GREEN BAY
by Arthur C. Neville

For some time past, as a member of
the Green Bay Historical Society I have been
engaged in an examination of old records and
documents, and the recollections of the very
early settlers of The Bay, with the design of
ascertaining, as near as possible, the site of the
first church built in Green bay, and of the old
cemetery adjoining for the purpose of marking
their sites with suitable tablets.
This purpose has now been accomplished, for on November 9, 1924, a fine
bronze tablet affixed to a large granite boulder
was unveiled with appropriate ceremonies by
the Marquette Club of Green Bay, marking
this first church site.
Early in the summer of 1823 Father
Gabriel Richard, Vicar Apostolic of the Northwest, visited Green Bay. He solemnized a few
marriages, and baptised a number of children
and some adults. The population of Green Bay
at this time was about 300, their log cabins
strung along the shore on each side of the river
as far up as the De Pere rapids. He arranged for
the building of a church, which was commenced the same year under the supervision of
Father Stephen Badin, who was sent here for
that purpose, and so far completed before winter set in that services were held in the building.
At the time the church was built the
whole region surrounding it was a forest in all
its native wildness, except for the de Langlade
farm, a narrow clearing extending about as far
back as Madison street, and the old cemetery
with its whitewashed picket fence to the north.
The chapel stood alone near the edge of the
woods. The Private Claims, which had been

Image reproduced from the February 15, 1925, Green Bay Historical Bulletin.
www.browncohistoricalsoc.org

(continued on page 4)
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HISTORICAL MARKERS
(continued from page 3)

confirmed to the old settlers or squatters in
1922 had not yet been surveyed. The plat of
Astor was not surveyed or laid out until twelve
years later. There were no streets or blocks or
nearby landmarks by which to fix its relative
position. The only houses in the vicinity were
those of the de Langlades, at the foot of Stuart,
and the Pierre Grignons, at the foot of Crooks
street, both very near the river shore.
Surveyor Ellis gives a graphic description of “The Bay” in 1822: There were some
half dozen houses along the river north of
Lawe’s point occupied by the Grignon family,
and a new one just finished which afterwards
(1824) fell into Judge Arndt’s hands; and an
old one much dilapidated just at the mouth of
the little slough, only a part of which was still
standing. Pierre Grignon, Jr., was living in a
house a few rods south Arndt’s old place. Just
above this house of Pierre Grignon, Jr., was
the cemetery, picketed in and under the control of the Catholics.
This old cemetery was used as a burial
place by the French and English traders and
habitants of La Baye for more than a century.
Most of the noted men of Green Bay who died
between 1720 and 1835 were buried here.
Interments continued to be made until
the plat of Astor was laid out in 1835. From
time to time thereafter, as the surrounding
property was occupied and built upon, numbers of bodies were removed to the new
Catholic cemetery at Allouez. Others were
removed to the Protestant cemetery, now
Baird’s park.

The marker is located in Green Bay, at the convergence of South Adams and South Washington Streets,
next to the Green Bay Fire Department, at 501 South
Washington Street (2013). Photo by Melinda Roberts.

In making excavations for water
mains on Adams street in 1886-7 a number of
bodies were disinterred between Crooks and
Chicago streets. These were rebuired in the
street, but beyond probable future disturbance. Many bodies still lie under the pavement and the abutting lawns and gardens.

Sources—
Green Bay Historical Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 1, February 15,
1925, pp. 6-11

Wouldn’t you LOVE
to see this in COLOR?
Get your own personal copy!
Sign up now for the e-version!
Send email to Susan Slikkers
at skslik@centurytel.net.

CORRECTION — On the bottom of page 4 in the June 2014 issue (Vol. XXXIII, No. 2), the photo was incorrectly identified as the Humboldt Presbyterian Church per information obtained from Town of Humboldt: Sesquicentennial 1860-2010,
pg. 53. Since then, new information has been discovered by Al Rentmeester that the church may be, in fact, the West
Danish Lutheran Church, which property included a cemetery as
well as a log building, located on the east side of present-day
Maribel Road in the Township of New Denmark. This revelation
seems to be backed up by a 1936 plat map which shows a building
labeled “church” in that location, north of County N. This same
photo was used in the 1980 booklet, 100 Years of Lutheran Heritage,
published by Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Denmark.
We appreciate our readers’ efforts to help us keep our historical records and reporting accurate. If anyone has information
about this photo to the contrary, please contact the BCHS.
www.facebook.com/BCHS
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A Dickens of a Christmas! will take place as follows:
Saturday, Dec. 13: 12:00-4:00p and 5:30-8:00p,
Sunday, Dec. 14: 12:00-4:00p,
Saturday, Dec. 20: 12:00-4:00p and 5:30-8:00p, and
Sunday, Dec. 21: 12:00-8:00p.

EVENTS
Join us for one or all!

You are cordially invited to…

HAZELWOOD’S
HOLIDAY
RUDOLPH TEA!
DECEMBER 5 AND 6
1:00-3:00P
You know Dasher, Prancer, Dancer, Vixen,
Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen, but how well do
you know the world’s most famous reindeer? Join the
BCHS and Hazelwood Historic House at our annual
Holiday Tea, taking place Friday and Saturday, Dec. 5
and 6, from 1:00 to 3:00p. Come enjoy a luncheon of tea,
sandwiches, savory and sweet treats, all served with oldfashioned flair. Included in the price of admission is a
special program on the history of Rudolph the Red-nosed
Reindeer, celebrating its 75th anniversary. Participants
also will tour Hazelwood Historic House, decorated
with classic Victorian holiday splendor!
Image above obtained from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Rudolph_the_Red-Nosed_Reindeer. Retrieved Nov. 5, 2014.

Admission is $20/person. Advanced reservations required. For questions or reservations, call 920-437-1840.
For more details, visit www.browncohistorcalsoc.org.

A DICKENS OF A CHRISTMAS!
at Hazelwood Historic House
Join us as we celebrate A
Dickens of a Christmas! Visitors will be able to see the
house decorated with traditional Victorian Christmas
decorations and visit with
characters from Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, including Ebenezer Scrooge,
Jacob Marley’s ghost, and Dickens himself! Guests will
enjoy a tour of the house, learn about holiday traditions
from the 1840s, and play classic games in the parlor with
Scrooge’s nephew, Fred, and his wife!
This event will be fun for the entire family!
For dates and times, see next column.
Image above obtained from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
File:Charles_Dickens-A_Christmas_Carol-Title_pageFirst_edition_1843.jpg. Retrieved Nov. 5, 2014.

Admission is $4/adults; $3.50/seniors (60+), and $2.50/
children (ages 5-17). BCHS members free. For questions or reservations, call 920-437-1840. For more details,
visit www.browncohistorcalsoc.org.
*Events can be added, changed or cancelled without notice.
To make sure you stay informed, make our website
one of your Favorites — www.browncohistoricalsoc.org!

I can no other answer make, but,
thanks, and thanks.
~~William Shakespeare
We are the strong organization we are because of
our members. On October 21, 2014, the Society celebrated 115 years of preserving and sharing local
history. We are grateful for your continuing support, and look forward to your partnership in 2015.

GIVE A GIFT OF HISTORY
Celebrate the holiday season with a gift membership to
the Brown County Historical Society for that special
person on your list! Membership includes a subscription to the award-winning Voyageur magazine
(published in January and June of 2015), admission to
Hazelwood Historic House events and 10% off books
and items in our gift store. Your gift supports our preservation and educational programs. For questions, call
920-437-1840 or Stop in and shop!!

2015
Memberships
Individual $35
Family $45
This 1936 advertising
piece
from
LinPark
Clothes was donated to
the BCHS by Phyllis Zatlin.

www.browncohistoricalsoc.org
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PRESERVING THE PAST
FOR THE FUTURE

WELCOME, KAT!
The Brown County Historical
Society is excited to welcome
Kat Nichols to the position of
Volunteer Coordinator and
Project Manager. Kat comes to
us from Heritage Hill State
Historical Park, and is a fall
2013 graduate of UWGB’s Humanistic Studies program. She looks forward to
becoming a part of the BCHS team! Contact Kat at
bchsvolunteer@netnet.net or 920-437-1840.

CHANGES AT

After nearly twenty
years as Voyageur: Northeast Wisconsin’s Historic
Review’s Editor-in-Chief,
Professor Victoria Goff will
be leaving the position, with
the Winter/Spring 2015 issue being her last.
The
quality
of Voyageur’s content has
continually risen under
Viki’s direction. The numerous awards and public
recognition Voyageur has received over the last two
decades, and the magazine’s popularity, are a direct
result of the exceptional work and dedication she
has poured into it. There are very few regional history magazines in the country and those of us who
have a passion for the history of Northeast Wisconsin are fortunate to have had Viki making, and
maintaining, Voyageur’s position as a top-notch historical publication.
Thank you, Viki! for all of your work and
making Voyageur what it is today.

...from the Incoming Editor-in-Chief:
Dear BCHS members,
The coming year will be a transitional period for Voyageur magazine. Professor Victoria
Goff, who has edited Voyageur for the past twenty
years, retired from her full-time faculty position
at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay in 2013.

December 2014

Please consider the Brown County Historical Society in your estate planning. Leaving a bequest provides a personal legacy as well makes an investment in the future. Support, preserve, present and
share the heritage of Brown County through
planned giving.
Contact Christine Dunbar (920-437-1840 or
bchs@netnet.net). We would be pleased to assist
you in developing your gifts and bequests.
Her final issue as Editor-in-Chief will be the
Winter/Spring 2015 issue. Starting with the Summer/Fall 2015 issue, I will be assuming the editor
position.
Given the impressive 30-year history of the
magazine, I am both honored and humbled to have
the opportunity to serve as editor. Fortunately,
Viki is passing along to me both a bundle of manuscripts and helpful advice on managing the editorial process.
I come to this position with a strong interest in Wisconsin history and a love of sharing history with the public. I grew up in southern Indiana, but I am happy to call Green Bay my home. I
arrived at UWGB in 2003, after earning master’s
and doctoral degrees in United States history from
the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. I
joined the Voyageur editorial committee shortly
thereafter. I have deeply
enjoyed learning about
the history of this region,
and I look forward to
learning even more.
I invite you to help
me locate material to publish in the magazine. If you
or someone you know is interested in writing for
Voyageur, please consult the guidelines posted here —
http://tinyurl.com/pq9ywja, and feel free to contact
me directly with any questions.
Best regards,
David Voelker
Assoc. Prof. of Humanistic Studies and History
University of Wisconsin—Green Bay
voelkerd@uwgb.edu / 920-465-2491

www.facebook.com/BCHS
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DE PERE AUTO CENTER
(continued from page 2)

However, that seems to be changing. On a more recent visit, Larry stated they were curtailing the restoration of autos because it was too labor intensive.
One of the photos displayed in the waiting
area is that of Jay Leno with Larry Fisette. What
was Jay Leno doing at De Pere Auto Center? I
know he is a vintage auto collector. Has the De
Pere Auto Center's reputation extended out to the
West Coast? WOW!! Actually not, but Jay Leno
was in town performing at the Oneida Casino near
the airport. While cruising around, his wife found a
bookstore down the street, Jay noticed a vintage
auto the other way and dropped in for an unannounced visit. How would you react in the presence of a celebrity?
Leno and Fisette have remained in touch
since that unexpected visit in 2003. Several years
ago, Larry went out to California to visit Jay's collection of antique cars. Larry said it was the only
time he felt he was in the presence of someone who
knew more about classic cars than himself. Since
then, Jay referred a friend who ended up buying a
classic Harley-Davidson motorcycle with a sidecar
(see bottom photo, at right).
For their restoration work and reusing
older buildings, the Brown County Historical Society awarded De Pere Auto Center one of its 2013
Historic Preservation Awards for adaptive reuse of
existing buildings. Accepting this award was Larry
Fisette who was very grateful for this recognition.
Footnotes—

1

“Fine New Garage on George Street is Now Completed,”
De Pere Journal-Democrat, July 21, 1927.
2
At age 13, Larry Fisette already owned three automobiles.
He once traded a camera for a 1939 Chevrolet! At 16,
he became a mechanic in Michigan that ultimately led
him to start his own business.

The photos included in this article
represent only a few… Check out
the BCHS’ facebook photo album
“2013 De Pere Auto Center”
Top: Larry Fisette with Jay Leno, a renowned vintage
car lover. Photo supplied by Fisette family and previously
published in the Green Bay Press-Gazette (June 3, 2003).

Second: Restored vintage auto (2014). Photo by Don
Kraft. Third: Restored motorcycle on display in the
waiting area (2014). Photo by Jerry Abitz. Bottom: Restored motorcycle (2014). Photo by Don Kraft.
www.browncohistoricalsoc.org
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR NEIGHBORS —

DENMARK AREA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
by Laurel Towns

The idea for a historical museum in Denmark, Wis.,
was formed in 1990 when Denmark was celebrating the
75th anniversary of its incorporation as a Village. The
Denmark Community Business Association decided to
gather items from the community for a historical display. As these items were returned, people expressed an
interest in having a place to put old items.
In 1993, the items found a permanent location in a
room at the Early Childhood Center School on North
Wall Street. The Denmark Historical Society was organized in 1994 with Mary Ellen Kubsch as President. Mary
Ellen took charge of the Museum until 2013 when she
retired for health reasons.
The Society had not held meetings for several years
and the school now needed use of the room. Meetings
were held to reactivate the Society and locate a new
home. The name was changed to the Denmark Area
Historical Society to include the surrounding communi-

Brown County Historical Society
P.O. Box 1411
Green Bay WI 54305-1411

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
HOURS for
DECEMBER 2014—MARCH 2015
BROWN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BCHS offices — 8:30a-4:00p, weekdays
1008 South Monroe Street, Green Bay WI 54301 MAP
Phone: 920-437-1840 / www.BrownCoHistoricalSoc.org

HAZELWOOD HISTORIC HOUSE MUSEUM
See details for events on pages 5 of this issue.
Tours, programs and teas scheduled at your convenience
by appointment throughout the year.

ADMISSION
Adult $4.00 • Seniors (60+) $3.50 • Children (5-17) $2.50
Children under 5 are FREE. AAA discounts.
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! BROWN COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY & HAZELWOOD HISTORIC HOUSE
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ties, a new
location was
secured, and
Laurel Towns
was elected as
its President.
A Grand
Reopening
took place on
September 26, DHS’ exhibit room in the basement of
and is now BMO Harris Bank [Denmark] since
June 2014. Open to the public during
open to the
bank hours — Monday-Friday, 9:00apublic for self- 5:00p. Photo by Laurel Towns.
guided visits.
The Museum contains oral histories, scanned photos,
and additional archival information. Although not
staffed, support is available to assist patrons with discovering in-depth information.
In 2015, Denmark will celebrate its 100th anniversary as a Village. The Historical Society is working to
become a 501(c)(3) organization, create a Facebook page,
increase volunteers, continue collecting photographs
and defining ways to celebrate Denmark’s anniversary
and the Society’s new beginning.
Contact: President Laurel Towns (920-737-2136)
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